Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine Volume 72 April 1979 ties and even hostilities; thirdly to show something of the personalities of the participants; and finally to leave the reader with a bird's eye view of this complex field at the time of the Conference.
PH CONNELL

Consultant Psychiatrist Maudsley Hospital
Pediatric Neurological Surgery (Seminars in Neurological Surgery) M S O'Brien (ed) pp 216 $28.60 New York: Raven Press 1978 The editor remarks in his preface that 'while all areas of neurological surgery relating to this age group have been included, it was not the editor's intention of presenting each comprehensively, but rather to select a special problem within each category of disease'. 'Area' in this context is a vague term, but in a book entitled 'Pediatric Neurological Surgery' it is surely not forgivable to omit hydrocephalus and a vast range of congenital malformations such as spinal dysraphism, which constitutes a major part of a paediatric neurosurgeon's work. The title is thus misleading. Instead we have a series of essays by experienced and distinguished authors (the editor does not contribute), uneven in degree of detail and depth of treatment, of a limited number of subjects. The most helpful of these (to neurosurgeons, paediatricians and endocrinologists) is an excellent review by John Shillito on the present position regarding the management of craniopharyngioma in childhood.
KENNETH TILL
Consultant Neurosurgeon The Hospitalfor Sick Children Great Ormond Street, London
Genitourinary Cancer. D G Skinner & J B de Kernion (ed) pp 567 £22.75 Eastbourne: Saunders 1978 This book has one very eminent author whose contributions are unique, but some of the other contributors assembled for this book do seem to have views which would not be conventionally held. There is a beautiful chapter by Gregory Sarna on 'Concepts of Cancer Chemotherapy', which is much needed by practising urologists who have to come into contact with chemotherapy; and this is followed by a superb chapter by Dr Skinner on his unique contributions to the surgery of renal cell carcinoma. The other sections are very often disguised by slang discussion, and many people would not know the word 'triage' nor know what 'superimposed proof step' means. As a result, certain chapters could have been much shorter.
There are some strange conclusions which could have been avoided if, for instance, {hechapters on urothelial disease had been kept together rather than being scattered around the book. As usual with many American books, some authors' ignor-ance of any European or British literature is profound, and there is the usual failure to understand the TNM classification of tumours which is now coming into more universal acceptance. One could go on pointing out numerous areas where there is no consistent conception of urological cancer. Surely there are not many people nowadays who regard a partial cystectomy as good treatment in bladder tumours, and do people really believe that nobody knows about the carcinogen in rubber workers of previous years? If the reader can get through some of the verbiage and enjoy the chapters on chemotherapy and renal cell carcinoma, he will have reaped the biggest benefit of this book -otherwise it cannot be recommended. In this respect the author has achieved a valuable service by closely integrating the detailed anatomical knowledge of the sites of termination of these fibres with the physiological responses of the motoneurons and interneurons with which they synapse. The main emphasis of the book is on connectivity rather than on integrative function, which thus makes it more suitable for the specialist rather than the general reader. Nonspecialist readers will find the absence of a subject index most irksome, but it does encourage a full reading of the book. Whether one can really learn anything particularly useful for a national health service from studying experience overseas, is debatable. This book aims to help the American policy makers by providing a compact, accurate, organizational picture of the present services in the main European countries and in Canada. This it seems to achieve successfully. It could provide a useful reference book for those concerned with EEC planning and for doctors wishing to work overseas.
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